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A Message from our Principal, Mr. Bishop

Phone: 503-844-1370
FAX: 503-648-5558 Website: http://www.hsd.k12.or.us/schools/orenco/

October, 2009

Dear Students and
Parents:

Thank you for your atten-
dance at Back-to-School
Night. We trust that you
have a better insight
and additional knowl-
edge about your child’s
educational program.
Your support, questions,
and assistance will help
your child reach their
goals and be successful
in school.

As the “routines” in
school fall into place, it’s
important to remind us
that there is nothing
“routine” in the effort
children put forth while in
school or on work at home.
Their effort is vital to recog-
nize and reinforce. This
factor is one of many that
determine high achieve-
ment but the only factor a
child has a choice in apply-
ing.
Ouir first “professional
looking” art gallery featur-
ing student works is on
display. Stop by to take a
look. This month’s Charac-
ter Trait/Lifeskills includes
Responsibility and Organi-
zation. Classrooms will do
activities centered on these
themes.

We have also planned to
hold several building-wide
activities, of which groups
of differing grade level stu-
dents will work together.
Overall everything is run-

ning well, and the kids are
really enthusiastic about
school.

Tim Bishop and the
Orenco Team

HOMEWORK: Homework is
one means of teaching the
necessary skills of individual
study and learning for pre-
sent and future use. The
work builds a bridge between
children’s lives in school and
at home, reinforces newly
learned skills, and increases
the amount of learning time
to master concepts. Above
all, homework is a responsi-
bility that the student should
learn to take independently.
In the Elementary Handbook,
you will find homework ra-
tionales and guidelines. Do
take time to discuss a home-
work routine that is best for

everyone. Assign-
~ | ments will be given
- Monday through
| Thursday and an
| activity of reading
| will always be in-
| cluded. Please con-
tact your child’s

UP-and-
COMING

Mark your calendar for these
events:

October 14th-16th

Parent Conferences

No School

October 23rd
School Pictures

October 30th
Spirit Day/Costumes
Vision Screening (K-3)

November 10th
Next Newsletter Sent Home
Booster Club Meeting, 2:30

November 11th
Veteran’s Day
No School
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ORCA LIVE: SPLASH CASH: STUDENT COUNCIL.:

Each Thursday afternoon at 1:45 With the use of the Accelerated The purpose of this group is to help build
sharp, Orenco’s student-run live news- | Reading software program, our stu- responsibility and generate input on the
cast is broadcasted. Facilitated by Mr. |dents increase their reading achieve- part of students. Members represent all
Bunker and Mr. Futter the crew of: ment. They first read a book, then children and help to develop new pro-
Zach James, Mackenzie Crampton, take a comprehension test on the grams, special activities, and serve as
Tessa Moody, Alex Llamas, Calley computer. Based upon their score, problem solvers as well as solution crea-
Estocapio, Amanda Croskrey, Katie they receive points. These points are | i5rs Council reps are: Mia Lasiter, Lara
Yahnson, Sydney Smalley, David then exchanged for “Splash Cash”. Spurgeon, Libby Solheim, McKenna Jen-
Spurgeon, Michael Kupperman, Trevor | Four times during the year the stu- kins, Amanda Croskrey, Mackenzie
Hancock, Megan Giriffin, Nicol Dorciak, | dents are able to exchange their Crampton and Joey Poole.

Libby Solheim, Jacob Dolson and “cash” for prizes. The program moti-

Ethan Wu, feature stories on the ac- | vates everyone to read more and it A
tivities taking place around the school, |produces a lot of excitement., Be sure
field trips, staff profiles and live re- to ask your child about this.

motes. It is great fun and amazing how | SPIRIT DAYS:

much students enjoy watching. Latest Our Student Council selects a
Orca Live broadcasts can be viewed theme for each spirit day. Students
on the web at http://ww.hsd.k12.or.us/ |can dress according to the theme or

orenco/. wear school colors/shirts. This year’s

It is definitely the highlight of the themes are:

week! Thanks crew!
October 30th: Costumes
November 25th: Culture
December 17th: Games
January 29th: Orca
February 26th: Hawaiian
March 17th: Twins
April 30th: Crazy Hair
May 28th: 70’s/80’s

We also sell ice cream for 25 cents
on these days.
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} Sixth Graders had a great }H
 time at Outdoor School!  |m
| I




Fabulous Fourth Grade
Math Reading

I | i ke mat héall di f f eiReadinginfourthgrade is really fun.
Math is so much fun because you get to Each week we read a new story and we
write numbers and learn about stan- learn fun vocabulary. We also write
dard form, expanded form, rounding summaries and read books that go with
numbers and numbers that go way into our weekly story. Friday we get to chose
the millions! For math homework, what reading activity we will do. Some of
some of it is easy and some of it is hard. us write special reports and share them
Both Mrs. Lusk and Mrs. Beale love with the class. Some of us read plays or

teaching math. | hope all the fourth
graders become MATH BRAINIACS and
Milica

play word games. | hope this letter
makes all of you look forward to reading!
Kiona

4th Grade Field Trips

Fourth grade is very exciting. This year we are hav-
ing a number of field trips. We are going to Fort
Vancouver in April . There we are going to learn
about fur trading. We will get to see where John

McLoughlin, the Father of Oregon, lived. We will

N e . ' ; also get to visit Champoeg State Park in May. We
) - o : : will get to make pioneer toys, thresh wheat, and see
Social Studies: Native how pioneers lived. We are looking forward to

these fun adventures! Mia

Fourth graders are looking forward to learn-

ing about Native Americans in November. Science: Marine Mammals
We will be learning about the geography of
Oregon and where Native Americans lived

and how they survived. We will make a ce- know that every single whale has blubber,

dar box, salmon on a stick, and a necklace. which is fat? We also get to see how blubber
Michael protects whales from the cold. We are working
hard to make beautiful posters to share with
Science: Trout the whole school on our bulletin board walls.

Soon our 500 trout eggs will be arriving! We will ~ Myah
put the trout eggs in a cold, dark tank. The tank

will have to stay cold and dark until the trout

eggs hatch. When the fish are about one inch

long, we will release them into Commonwealth

Pond. We will have parents help us when we

release them. Avi

In science we are studying marine mammals.
We have a report due October 20th. Did you



