Safe and Welcoming Schools FAQ
Dear Hillsboro School District Community,
In light of the recent na onal conversa on around immigra on, we wanted to assure our community
that Hillsboro schools are a safe place for students. We recognize the diversity and worth of all students,
individuals and groups, and are commi ed to both educa ng and providing a safe and inclusive
environment for everyone, regardless of their immigra on status, race, color, religion or any other basis.
In fact, HSD does not collect or track any informa on regarding a student’s or their family members’
immigra on or ci zenship status.
We have been working with local law enforcement partners to develop some talking points and
assurances around students’ safety while in our schools, and around the conﬁden ality of their personal
informa on.
Following are answers to some common ques ons regarding immigra on status and our commitment to
protect students from discrimina on and harassment.
We will post addi onal informa on and resources to our website as they become available. If you have
ques ons or concerns in the mean me, please feel free to talk to your child’s principal, counselor,
teacher, or to someone in our Oﬃce for School Performance (503-844-1500).
Sincerely,
Mike Sco
Superintendent

Your Ques ons Answered:
Q: What impact does undocumented immigra on status have on my child’s educa on?
A: Children have a cons tu onal right to have equal access to educa on regardless of their
immigra on status or their parents’ status.
Q. Does the Hillsboro School District ask for a child’s immigra on status when he or she enrolls?
A. No. Public school districts like HSD have an obliga on to enroll students regardless of their
immigra on status and without discrimina on on the basis of race, color or na onal origin.
Q. Would the school district ever share our students’ immigra on status with federal immigra on
oﬃcials?
A. No. As men oned above, we do not ask for, collect, or maintain informa on about students’
immigra on status.
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Q. Are School Resource Oﬃcers (SROs) or other local law enforcement oﬃcials going to target my child
while they’re in school?
A. Absolutely not! Our SROs are in our schools to serve and support all students, regardless of their
ci zenship or immigra on status. It is not the role or mission of local police to use resources on
immigra on issues. Also, as Washington County Sheriﬀ Pat Garre says: “...Oregon law and a
binding federal court decision prohibits local law enforcement from enforcing immigra on law or
honoring Immigra on and Custom Enforcement (ICE) detainer requests. Perhaps more
important during these mes of heightened anxiety, we must con nue our essen al work to
grow and sustain trust-rela onships with all of our communi es…” (Read more here.)
Q. Could my child ever be removed from school?
A. Police or government oﬃcials cannot take a student from a school without a court order, making
an arrest, a protec ve custody order, or permission from the parent or guardian. If a warrant,
subpoena, or authoriza on from a parent or guardian is presented to the school oﬃce, the
principal will contact the district’s a orney before taking any ac on.
Q. What does HSD do to ensure that no student or family is discriminated against or harassed because
of their race, ethnicity, religion or na onal origin?
A. HSD believes deeply that all people are treated in a respec ul manner. We have policies in place
that mandate no discrimina on or harassment of our students, families or employees on the
basis of race, ethnicity, religion, na onal origin and many other protected classes.
Q. What should I do if I feel like I have been the vic m of discrimina on or harassment?
A. Please report the behavior immediately to a supervisor, school leader or to the superintendent.
Complaints and concerns can be ﬁled using the forms and procedures in Board Policy AC:
Nondiscrimina on and AC-AR: Discrimina on Complaint Procedure. We take these complaints
very seriously in order to assure that our schools con nue to be safe spaces.
Q. What if I am a recipient of Deferred Ac on for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) or if I have ques ons
about my immigra on rights?
A. Only immigra on a orneys can provide you with accurate advice about immigra on status and
how you can pursue any legal rights you might have. For your own protec on, please do not
seek the advice of notarios or others who are not licensed immigra on a orneys. You can seek
an immigra on a orney from the American Immigra on Lawyers Associa on here (English) or
here (Spanish).

Por ons of this FAQ were borrowed from Denver Public Schools, Salem-Keizer Public Schools, and the
Washington County Sheriﬀ’s Department.
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